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The AGM was held in the afternoon of Sunday 2nd November at the Husborne
Crawley Reading Rooms (one of our favourite venues). Bev and Derek gave

comprehensive accounts of our programme of activities over the lastyearand as~ « * P * P w
no new volunteers had come forward, most of the existing committee members * o ‘ S AN 1 Ok
were re-elected for another year. Diane did not seek re-election at the AGM to P * C pod ¥
enable her to give more time to her family and we thank her for the support she %
gave the committee and her superb work producing the Mary Anning exhibition. » F :BC I‘ : *
: | Teq, coffee and an excellent IS YET TO

selection of cakes were on offer, *‘

followed by a fascinating talk by Dr. Yort

Peter Sheldon (Honorary Associate >k ,,HQPPY NC[J

| at the Open University, where he e

was a lecturer for many years) ngp

entitled “Exceptional fossils — the e ! « b * * -

surprising, the significant and the

strange”.

Too greedy a Palaeogene fish from Wyoming.
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With beautiful illustrations of remarkable, and often surprising, finds from many parts of the world he explained how
extraordinary fossils are shedding new light on the history of life. Medical imaging techniques and particle accelerators
now make it possible to see inside the rocks surrounding rare and fragile fossils, without causing any damage. These
techniques have enabled the investigation of colour patterns in dinosaur feathers and insect wings, DNA from an
ecosystem two million years old, the love song of a Jurassic cricket, and ink sacs of Jurassic squid, to name but a few.

A Jurassic coprolite from Dorset, A Jurassic oyster from Cambridgeshire that grew on an

Committee update

By Bev Fowlston
Your committee held its quarterly meeting in December over Zoom which was productive.
Membership Secretary, Em Fowlston, reported that our membership had remained the same since the AGM in November.
Treasurer, Bev Fowlston reported that we retain a healthy balance of £2074 in the current account.

Bev Fowlston, LGS coordinator, advised that updates on our LGS were minimal with all sites having been monitored
previously. See full details in the LGS Update for future works.

Reviews of previous events were discussed, and these seem to have picked up in popularity. At the AGM, we asked
people for their opinions on our previous events and these comments will be taken into consideration when planning.
Future events are in the pipeline and details can be found at the end of the newsletter.

Updates on East-West Rail continue to be monitored as is the work at Universal.

We continue to support the GCLP work and we need ideas for events to support the Greensand Ridge Walk’s 40™
birthday. If you have any ideas, please let us know.

Progress on the Bedford Geotrail was discussed and this is now moving forward at a pace with just funding to be
confirmed.

If at any time you can help us on the committee, you will be warmly welcomed. We can forward details of each role to
see if this something that interests you.

Should you require a copy of the minutes and treasurer's report, then please contact the secretary via email at
secretary@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk

An opportunity for you ...

If you feel confident giving talks to some of the lovely groups that ask for presentations, then please get in contact with Bev
Fowlston who can provide you with material for talks and presentations as well as holding our own (rather old!) projector
and (enormousl) screen should you need it. Don‘t forget we also have a huge selection of recently-catalogued rocks and
fossils for use in presentations.
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Biddenham beckons once more...

By Derek Tumner

The gravel river terrace formed during the final phase of the ice age at Biddenham was a very popular place to live long
ago, as the ared’s rich archaeological finds testify. A 12m deep Roman well appeared just north of Bromham Road during
gravel digging suggesting the presence of a villa nearby. Predating that, an Iron Age coin, field boundaries and several
ring ditches indicating roundhouses have been found in the Biddenham loop. By far the oldest of the finds are Palaeolithic
flint implements discovered at Deep Spinney in the 19th century, along with mollusc shells and animal remains. It is here
that Bedfordshire Geology Group have maintained a small gravel exposure in what little remains of Biddenham Pit after
housing development swamped the area.

kot

Unfortunately, brambles and bushes grow spectacularly there each summer but
our visit in November made rapid progress clearing them when we visited with the
# Wildlife Trust which manages the area for Biddenham Parish Council. Aidan
Matthews, Senior Reserves Manager for Bedfordshire, came armed with a brush
cutter which sliced through the vegetation 10 times quicker than we could have
done. Keeping a safe distance away, we raked it up and piled it up where it will
rot down safely and still had plenty of time left to tackle growth on and above the
quarry face with our hand tools.

Aidan Matthews armed with a We intend to co-operate again with the Wildlife Trust on other sites where we have
brush cutter a mutual interest, including Landpark Quarry which is also prone to becoming
image: Derek Tumen) overgrown and at Totternhoe Stone Pit where safety work will be required to make
the face accessible for future visits.

LGS Update

Article and images by Bev Fowlston

Since our last newsletter, we have completed some restoration work at Potton Scout
Hut Quarry. It remains cordoned off over the winter period as with the inclement
weather we need to ensure it remains stable before re-opening it for groups to visit.
¥ (See images 1,2 & 3).

# Work continues at Kensworth as | am working on a draft for a new interpretation
board. More news to follow on the progress of this restoration. The new extension to
4 the Grand Union Canal project, west of Dunstable, may have some impact on this
& site. Unfortunately, due to ill health and holidays we were unable to comment on the
initial plans, but we will monitor progress on this. Contact with the quarry manager
will be made to see what the impact is. Our other site in the region. Landpark Quarry,
should be safe from this infrastructure project.

n 2026, we are due to monitor Potton Scout Hut

for maintenance also in the Autumn of 2026. We are
looking to bring Landpark Quarry forward to late
Winter or early Spring 2026.

If you wish to help at one of our sites near you, then
f please consider becoming an LGS Ranger.

Contact me for further details
info@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk

Image 2: Work in progress

Image 3: Better and safer by the end.
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Education News!
The Higgins Geology Workshop

By Paul Hawkes

The Higgins Museum hosted a geological workshop for children during the Autumn half term,
and the Bedfordshire Geology Group ran the event.

The day was organised around three sessions of 1 hour duration. The Higgins effectively
promoted the event, and each session was fully booked - providing a fantastic opportunity for
children to learn about rocks, fossils and minerals... and to do some beautiful colouring of fossil
outlines!

The Higgins
BEDFORD

Our group laid out tables full of rock, fossil, and mineral
specimens for the children to see and feel - our collection
augmented by some of the excellent geological specimens
that are part of The Higgins catalogue.

e o
1_@\ e \ 1 It was great to see the children’s enthusiasm and enjoyment.

' ' 4 \A*\ \\ Thanks to Bev who helped with running the event. Our Group has developed a

N 4| particularly good relationship with The Higgins (Bev runs monthly geology drop-in

sessions there) and we anticipate that we will deliver more workshops at The Higgins in

2026.

Paul talking to a sold-out
session

(image: Bev Fowlston)

Some of Paul’s and The Higgins specimens laid out for the groups to handle.

(images by The Higgins)

Home Ed at The Higgins

By Bev Fowliston

Many of the adults accompanying the children were even more interested than the children! We received some wonderful
feedback from the children who all went away with a smile on their faces.

From this workshop, we received a request for a session with a home education group. So in December, | hosted 15
home educated children ranging from 6 to 13 years old at The Higgins. They were all very interested in geology in
general. Some had some very tricky questions, mostly about volcanoes. | shared my collection of rocks with them and a
few fossils. They were a lovely group of families and we may do more with them in the future.

www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk




The Higgins Geology Drop In

By Bev Fowlston

The autumn/winter sessions at The Higgins, Bedford were a little slower than previous months. Unfortunately, due to
illness, November's session had to be cancelled.

October: A member of the public, John, came into the drop-in session. He brought
in an unusual rock (or is it a fossil?) that he found along the Thames estuary, he
couldn’t remember exactly where. It looked very much like a fossilised piece of
wood or bone. Have a look at image 1 and tell us what you think?

Member, Jane McCormick, popped in to show me an
unusual find from Cromer in Norfolk. it looked very
much like a weathered piece of schist. Maybe
dropped by a glacier a few hundred thousand years
ago, or was it discarded by an ancient neolithic
Image 1: John's unusual rock from | traveller, or possibly by a digger in more recent years

the Thames Estuary. as part of coastal defences? Check outimage 2 to
see what you think.

~ December was very quiet, probably due to seasonal
pressures and colder, shorter days. However, we did
have one visitor. A lovely person called Janice who
brought in a very large and heavy rock that had been Image 2: Jane’s unusudl
\ sat on a relative’s shelf for many years and no-one in rock from Cromer.
| the family could remember where it came from.
Image 3: Janice's polished dolerite | Having felt the density of the rock and the dark colouration and fine crystallise

with quartz vein. texture of the rock, | determined it was probably a basalt or dolerite. it had a large
quartz vein running through the rock and was polished on both sides (image 3).
After chatting with Janice, we determined it may have come from a quarry in Scotland as she vaguely remembered the
relative working in Scotland at some point in their life.

Do you remember from last quarter's newsletter, Jack’s unusual rock (image 4)? Derek had
an idea that due to its location and mention of broken fossils suggest Cornbrash
lembedded in Oxford Clay or Kellaway Clay?). His evidence for this comes from the
description of the Kellaway Clay in the British Geological Survey’s Lexicon of Rocks.

Silicate mudstone, grey, commonly smooth in basal part (see Previous Names), but

more generally silici-silty or silici-sandy, locally with thin beds of siltstone and sand-
stone, and nodules of argillaceous limestone.

Lithological
Description:

Generally sharp, conformable or non-sequential junction with bioclastic limestone of .

DK ENEIE  the underlying Combrash Formation overlain by grey mudstone. Commonly a thin bio- Image 4: Jack’s unusual rock
Boundary: clastic unit of shell-fragmental, more or less sandy mudstone occurs at the base (where from last quarter's newsletter

this is more strongly cemented it is included in the Combrash Formation). ’

Transitional junction; boundary drawn at the base of the lowest substantial sandstone/
siltstone unit of the overlying Kellaways Sand Member resting on the predominantly
mudstone succession.

Definition of Upper
Boundary:

If you have any opinions on these identifications, then please do get in touch with Bev on
info@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk
These are drop-in sessions so no need to book and we will be available from 11am until 1pm every 2"

Wednesday in the month. Please do come along and bring your specimens to show us. The next events  The Higgins
are on 14™ January, 11" February, and 11" March. We look forward to seeing you there. BEDFORD

www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk "—
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Graham Turvey explores Bedfordshire’s geology

By Bev Fowlston, Images by Graham Turvey

As some of you are aware | teach occasionally at the Rothsay Education Centre (REC) in Bedford. This brings me info
contact with some enthusiastic older learners. Graham Turvey is one of thosel My course on “An introduction to Local
Geological Sites”, held over the early Autumn, inspired Graham and a friend to explore some of Bedfordshire’s Geology.

One of those places was Kensworth Quarry Nature Reserve LGS,
where Graham found a fossil. Graham thought it maybe a trace
fossil or burrow, but I think it is probably a shelly fragment but
what of? | don’t know! Not exactly sure what it is but look at
image 1 and maybe one of our palaeontological members can
", give us an identification.

The other place that Graham visited was in Maulden. He
remembered a rock that he and a friend had seen some 50
years ago and went exploring to find it. They were successful
(image 2).

Image 1: Fossil found at Kensworth Quarry LGS

This is what he said “Like most things from childhood, i
itisn’t as impressive as | remembered it The feature,
known locally as “Devil’s Stone” or “Devil’s Jump” sits
in the bottom of a bow! of ground. There is a rock
face of similar material, that to my eye, looks artificial.
There are smaller pieces scattered on the ground
around. All of this would appear, to me anyway, fo
support your suggestion of the area once being a
(small) quarry. The rock is a mainly red colour, covered
in moss. The close-up is of an orange piece of stone

flmage 3) which was surprisingly heavy when I lifted it feature near Maulden.
up. It was lying loose in the area.”

¥ Graham has offered to take us to look at this exposure of what
1l is probably Woburn Sands Formation, given its location in the
heart of Greensand Country. We will try fo arrange something

E e N L

Image 3: Iron-rich rock from the Woburn Sands
Formation.

LGS monitoring

Your help is always welcomed. if you are visiting an LGS
then let us know. Take some images of the features and
record the position the image was taken from. Then tell
us about the condition of the site.

Remember - many hands make light workl

www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk —




Ongoing and Future Projects ...

By Bev Fowlston

Projects in progress ...

Bedford Geotrail Booklet — an update
h §

Kensworth Nature Reserve LGS renovation - call for help

Good news arrived in December that our requests for grants towards the design and printing of the
planned booklet had been successful. On 4 December, Bedfordshire Natural History Society told us
that they have agreed to invest in the project and just before Christmas, the secretary of the
Geologists’ Association” Curry Fund got in touch to tell us that they would make us an award. We
await further details but the news ensures that the project will be viable, We hope to hope to have
copies produced and available in late spring or early summer. Stand by for further news.

I have started working on the interpretation panel for the site and am researching the history of the quarry. If you have any
stories about the site please do email me a short paragraph or any old images, which we could include in a potential
relaunch exhibition. As to the restoration part of this project, CEMEX are still planning to restore the site but is now on hold
for the Christmas break.

Scout Hut Quany, Potton LGS renovation — an update

This site is now relatively safe but will remain in an inaccessible state for the Winter until we know that no further landslips
are imminent. A maintenance day will be arranged for Autumn 2026.

Rushmere and Rammamere Heath LGS interpretation — call for help

I am working on a project plan to move this interpretive project forward. There will be several ways you can get involved.
These include clearance of the two exposure sites in the LGS; fundraising for interpretation boards; waymarking of the site;
and leading walks for visitors in the Spring or Summer months.

Image 1: Dick Turpin’s cave Image 2: Old quarry at Rushmere

Landpark Wood Quany LGS - call for help

The Wildlife Trust, who manages Landpark Wood, are looking to help with clearance of
this site. We are hoping it will be on a larger scale than previous site maintenance but
that will only happen if we have more people to come out and help. Once we have a
date we will advise in the usual monthly email from Derek and we hope that many
hands will make light of the work required to turn this site into an easily accessible y =t
educational site. Some interpretation would be of benefit, but this requires funding and Landpark Quarry in need of
may have to be moved to a future project.

x

further clearance.
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Promotional events - call for help

At the recent committee meeting it was agreed that we would try 'E%E‘SI: '\2m|.
18

and attend the Bedford River Festival in 2026. We have entered an ™ g gom
expression of interest and await the outcome. If we are successful, JULY 2026
please put your name forward to spend an hour or two on the stand
on the 18" and/or 19™ July 2026.

Future Projects ...

Leaflet and publication review — call for help

This project would be good for someone who doesn’t want to endure the weather and the mud on site clearances but still
wants to have a hand in maintaining our group’s educational role across all areas. If you have the time and want a
relatively small project to pass these cold winter evenings or weekends, then please consider putting yourself forward to
take this on. Contact me for the details.

Social media presence - call for help

Video project about our LGS is still on the back burner whilst we carry out other projects.
Again, if this is of interest to you, then please do get in touch and we can work together to
bring this idea to fruition.

So ... do you feel inspired to help?
Can you bring some energy and support to these projects, even it's just helping with refreshments?
Do you know of any funding sources we could tap into?
Could you spare a few hours a month to help with the running of any of these projects?
Would you be willing to help us promote BGG to the wider public by sharing your enthusiasm for the subject of geology?

Let us know by contacting info@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk

Be patient with
geologists — Geologists have a
they all have T A
their faults. yins

remember.

Neil Armstrong

BruinyQuote

www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk
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Membership information

Memberships are due on April 1st each year. They remain at £10
per person per annum or £25 for group membership
You can still join us (organisations with 4 or more employees).

Please pay online directly to the BGG account:

Contact treasurer@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk for account
details.

Please email membership.secretary@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk to let us know you have paid.

If you are unable to pay via online banking, cheques can be sent directly to the treasurer at the
following address: BGG Treasurer, c/o 9 Latimer Close, Wootton, Beds MK43 9QA.

Please let the membership secretary know, via email,
of any changes in address, telephone no, email etc.

Your membership entitles you to 4 newsletters a year, free entry to all BGG events (hon-
members pay £2 per event to cover insurance), walks & talks and frequent communications.

JUSﬁ ﬁ@[ﬁ FU@ General Geglogy

Answers to last geology quiz k i

Geology True or False? r | | I I I |

1. An adit is a vertical tunnel driven into a hillside — —_—

FALSE Horizontal tunnel o r | | 7 I |

2. Basement is the surface beneath which no sedimen- Bl

tary rock is found. — r | I | |

TRUE — —

3. Channel capacity is the minimum discharge possible ] [ T

within a river channel. r | | | | ]

FALSE Maximum discharge possible ]

4. Hydrology is the study of the distribution, conserva- |11 I I | |

tion and use of water in the Earth and its atmosphere.

TRUE o

5. Quartz is the least common silica mineral.

FALSE Most common silica mineral %nded hummock of glacial till. ge.gﬁergi(t;;?;r?&ic rock characterized
6. Stopes are excavations within a mine to extract ore. githolten;ock material at the Lé)%‘,ivh‘_rc\ogifrse sand;tgne division in the
TRUE s7u Aa:oec.k(e))(hibiting schistosity. (6) 2?;\ gglfszzlt/'h(er’e zn situ rock is seen
7. A gas-filled cavity in a magma or volcanic rock is gi;;/l%liltjglec%fn:gmcgrémfyc?& t|>tes metal Lr.egef;r'?p:g:\Zr;da:\ejgg,?\?;;(:rlgszer. =
called a vessel. ;or;:::ngl)on of a structure produced f'(‘):gt’?‘er;‘ir‘]?“-ca(gc)lum, e

FALSE Vesicle by deformation. (8) ?é)The pervasive features of a rock.
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Upcoming events ...

Please join us for these planned events, details are avdilable on the website or
check out the regular emails from Derek.

Book your place by emadiling the event organiser or
secretary@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month, 11am - 1pm: Geology Drop-In Sessions

Join BGG members for an informal drop-in session where you can bring along your collections for help with identification

and categorising. Sort those rocks and fossils in your garage with the help of our resources.
Sat 17th Jan, 10.30am: Tour of Fosters Hill Cemetery in Bedford and optional pub lunch

We shall join Colin Woolf, a member of the Friends of Foster Hill Cemetery, to explore Bedford's first municipal cemetery
which opened on 5 June 1855. There are over 16,000 memorials and stone also occurs in the entrance lodges and
chapels. The cemetery entrance is in Foster Hill Rd, MK41 7TB. We can drive through the gateway and park outside the
chapel. Please let me know if you're joining us.

If you can help to plan, organise and run events then please do get in confact.

Please let us know if you have other places or events you'd like to include in this schedule. You will
receive an email on each of these events nearer the time with exact details so keep watching your
emails and check our website.

Some highlights of 2025.

Do you remember them? Mary Anning exhibition (top left),
Western Geotrail {top centre), Discover Woburn (bottom left)
and Silsoe Quarry (top right).

www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk —
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BGG Committee: Join usl!

Our current committee members are:

Acting Chairperson: Derek Turner secretary@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk
Group Secretary: Derek Turner secretary@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk
Treasurer: Bev Fowlston treasurer@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk
LGS Coordinator: Bev Fowlston info@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk
Membership Secretary: Em Fowlston membership@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk
Affiliated Groups Liaison Officers: Paul Hawkes paulhawkes04@gmail.com

Glynda Easterbrook glyndaeasterbrook@gmail.com

We Need Yoyr Help

Many hands make light work!

Please look at our website for news of walks, talks and

o ; Newsletter compiled and edited by Bev Fowlston.
events. It's easy to download flyers & geotrails.

If you wish to include an article, photo or share your geo-
www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk logical interest in the next issue, please send by email at

membership@bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk

You can also find us on other social media platforms:
Deadline for copy is 23rd March for inclusion in the next
www.facebook.com/bedfordshireGeologyGroup/ issue.

www.instagram.com/bedfordshire_geology group / Hope you enjoyed the read!

www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk
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