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New Stockgrove Park 

  Geotrails leaflet 

A new leaflet has been produced around the Local 

Geological Site (LGS) of Stockgrove Park, part of 

the Greensand Ridge, with the help of a grant from 

The Wixamtree Trust.  

This is the second of our BGG Geotrail leaflets and 

we hope to create more when funding can be 

sought. The walk explores the impact of the under-

lying sandstone rock, the Woburn Sands, and the 

influence of the ice age on the landscape and 

plants. 

 

The walk includes 18 observa)on points where the 

rela)onship between soil type, vegeta)on and 

bedrock is shown best. There are good examples 

of how the underlying sandstone produces infer-

)le sandy soils with li3le ground vegeta)on be-

neath the abundant trees. There is evidence of a 

cap of glacial material from Scandinavian ice 

sheets and evidence of periglacial condi)ons when 

the ground was frozen resul)ng in a number of dry 

valleys that we can see today. 

 

The leaflet has an easy to follow schema)c map 

with the key reference points marked and includes 

photos of relevant views to watch out for. The 

walk starts at the Stockgrove Park car park en-

trance to Rushmere Country Park in Brickhill Road, 

Heath and Reach. 

 

Copies of this new leaflet are available from Stock-

grove Park, Leighton Buzzard Library and from our 

Secretary, Lindsay Hiles. 

Don’t miss the AGM on 

Sunday October 6th at The 

Higgins (Bedford Museum)    

- see page 4 
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The Old Bedford Museum has now re-emerged as 

a bigger, be3er venue with a new name - 

 

   “The Higgins” 
 

For the last 2 or 3 years BGG volunteers have been 

working with Bedford Museum to iden)fy and cata-

logue their geology specimens while the museum 

was being refurbished. Most of the text panels ac-

companying the displays were also wri3en by our 

members. 

 

BGG members and the volunteers who had helped 

with the Project were given a special conducted 

tour of the refurbished building on 27 July.   

 

Tom Perre3, Head of Collec)ons, gave us a very 

personalised tour detailing some of the future 

plans for the Museum as well as some of the old 

stories they were now keen to tell such as Bed-

ford’s past poten)al as an interna)onal travel hub 

(in the days of the airship industries).  

BGG visits ‘The Higgins’ 
   By Frances Maynard 

Bedford has been a town of collectors for two 

centuries and the exhibits reflect this with Arc-

)c and Amazonian items on display.  There is 

also much about Bedford as a town of industry, 

educators and reformers highligh)ng the im-

pact of the Harpur Trust schools (before the 

Educa)on Act and free schooling for all!).   

 

The tour demonstrated that the Museum and 

its displays are very much ‘work in progress’ 

and we will keep in touch with future develop-

ment.  

AEer the tour the group enjoyed a sociable pic-

nic on the Castle Mound – a good viewpoint 

from which to assess Bedford’s history as a 

crossing place and social confluence! 

The BGG con)nues to help the museum with 

cataloguing, accessioning, photographing and 

entering data into their database. This seems to 

be an on-going process. Several boxes of rocks 

and fossils s)ll need iden)fying and sor)ng. We 

hope that in future our BGG members will  be 

able to choose their favourite specimens for 

display in the museum. If you would like to help 

with volunteering work at the museum, please 

contact Anne, Glynda or Henrie3a. 

Anne and Glynda surrounded by the 

geological displays panels. 

BGG members gathered for coffee in 

The Higgins Pantry courtyard. 
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Earlier this year I was on holiday in Derbyshire, and discovered that the Monsal Trail, an old railway line, 

one of the many closed during the 1960s had been expanded and improved.  Ini)ally when the trail was 

created one could only walk certain sec)ons, because many of the tunnels had been closed - considered 

unsafe, resul)ng in diversions up steep paths.  

 

The tunnels were opened and secured a couple of years ago, which makes life much easier for map read-

ing, and for those on cycles, horseback a much straight forward route. 

 

The trail is oEen high above ground 

level allowing  elevated views of the 

river, mills, and  provides excellent cliff 

exposures of very fossiliferous carbon-

iferous limestone which is of great in-

terest to geologists. 

  

There are three main tunnels to trav-

erse through, all with electric ligh)ng, 

and two shorter ones. (I didn’t walk 

this far, so I don’t know if they are illu-

minated). Time was running out, so I 

only walked c.16 miles (8 miles each 

way). The total railway sec)on is about 

12 miles long. 

 

At the ‘Headstone’ tunnel, near to 

Monsal Head, there is a plaque explain-

ing this as an important geological site, 

which possibly may not have been ex-

posed if the railway had not been 

planned along this par)cular route.   

 

Monsal Head provides magnificent views of the dale, the River Wye, and the railway viaduct—best en-

joyed whilst enjoying an ice cream, or  more stronger refreshment from the perfectly located pub. 

 

My journey started and finished at the old Bakewell Railway Sta)on, (as in Bakewell puddings and tarts), 

but there are various car parks off the trail where one can start/finish. 

 

The Peak District Na)onal Park shows all of the details, including car parks, and refreshment places for this 

route on their website, which can be started at either end of the trail.  

 

Their route recommends star)ng at Bakewell either from the old railway sta)on, or Coombs Viaduct a fur-

ther 1km towards Matlock (near to Haddon Hall). Yet, another interes)ng place to visit, steeped in  histo-

ry, and used in many costume dramas.  

 

The trail ends at Blackwell Mill, in Chee Dale, with more limestone outcrops to see. But if you feel fit, there 

is a trail which con)nues all the way to Buxton. 

Monsal Dale Trail - a disused railway viaduct walk 
  By Peter Lally 

One of the main tunnels 



 4 

Forthcoming events and the AGM .... 

This year has been full of visits to our special sites, including Kensworth, Mundays Hill and To3ernhoe.  

Next year we plan to con)nue this theme with visits to some of the less well known sites such as the Full-

ers Earth pits at Clophill.  Watch the website for more details. 

 

The final ‘field trip’ of this year will coincide with our AGM on Sunday October 6th and will give you the 

rare opportunity to see metamorphic, igneous and sedimentary rocks all in one accessible sePng.   

      Intrigued?   

 

Well come and join us at Bedford’s historic cemetery on Foster Hill Road at 11.00 am to find out.   

 

This cemetery contains thousands of tombs and burial plots 

da)ng back to the 1800’s and includes some fine monu-

ments that have been recently exposed (ivy removed).   

 

The site offers many opportuni)es to see a wide variety of 

granites and gabbros (mostly polished so the crystals can be 

easily iden)fied), sandstones as well as Bedfordshire’s own 

ooli)c limestone with varying degrees of weathering.   

 

There will be an opportunity to have a lunch at the Higgins 

Pantry aEerwards and before the AGM (or you can bring 

your own refreshments to eat as a picnic weather per-

miPng).   

 

The AGM will be held at ‘The Higgins’ (Bedford Museum) 

and will start at 2.00 pm.   

 

 

 

 

 Events a-er the AGM will include two 

 evenings with guest speakers:  

 
♦ In October Ron Elverson will give us a talk on Snowball Earth 

♦ In November Glynda Easterbrook will give a talk on Southern Hemisphere geology – featuring volca-

noes and earthquakes.  

 

 I do hope you will be able to join us at Husborne Crawley reading rooms for these two fascina)ng topics.  

Again, watch the website for further details. 

 
   http://www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk/events.html  

 

If you have any other ideas for visits or talks do please contact me and I will endeavour to organise some-

thing. 

 

Frances Maynard 

Events Coordinator fmaynard@btinternet.com 
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OK, so what was Tony Brittan up to with this plank of wood? Or more to the point what do you 
think our volunteers at the Potton site clearance were saying?? 

 
Here are your witty suggestions…………………. 

“Ouch! Just missed my head Tony—

now is not the time to practice your 

jousting skills!” 

“ That will make a great washing-line     

 prop Tony!” 

“Handy for a spot of pole vaulting though!” 

 

Do you have a funny photograph taken on one of our field trips or at one 

of our events ?  

Perhaps you have a funny holiday snap to share with us? 

 

Please send to henriettaflynn@btinternet.com 

 

The best will be shown in the next newsletter. 

Photo Caption Page 
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• Do you have a  story to tell?     A ques1on for the commi2ee or the whole group? 

• Do you need  something to be iden1fied?  Send us a photo. 

Le2er from Andrea Leather to 

Anne Williams: 
 

Hi Anne, 

Please help me iden)fy this strange rounded 

object.  See photos opposite.   

The area where this object was found is just 

south of Bedford, in a reservoir dug to a depth 

of about 40 feet back in 1960's. 

During the recent dry spell of weather the bank 

must have  crumbled and the object “fossil” 

simply fell out. My son, Neil took photographs 

and sent them to me. I have forwarded his email 

to you so that you can see the pictures. I would 

be glad of your opinion and look forward to 

hearing from you. 

We will take the fossil to the museum in Bedford 

if there is no one closer who can take a look. 

 

Regards 

Neil/Andrea Leather 

 Could this be a dinosaur egg?? 
 ....an interesting local find….so we brought in our experts…. 

Members Page 

Always difficult in a pic and not in situ but I won-

der if it is just a clay nodule???? The cracks look 

a bit like suncracks. You can get this when a 

lump of material just gets rolled around on the-

sea bed and is just a bit harder than the sur-

rounding ‘stuff’. Be interesting to hear what oth-

ers think? 

 

Yours 

Malcolm Oliver 

It looks like a concretion formed around a fossil, 

probably a bivalve, only a portion of which is 

visible. The trilete cracking of the surface of the 

concretion almost certainly has nothing to do 

with the fossil within, but forms as the concretion 

shrinks. Surface markings of this type are very 

common and often quite spectacular (see the var-

ious images of septarian nodules on the website). 

 

Regards 

Martin Whiteley 

Sorry Neil and Andrea, it’s not a DinoEgg!, but it got us all thinking! 

Views from the experts: 
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The future of Landpark Quarry, Whipsnade             

 
 by Anne Williams 

Just a short walk from our BGG site at Kensworth is an-

other much smaller quarry, once used for chalk for the 

manufacture of clay pigeons I believe, which is awai)ng 

designa)on as a Local Wildlife Site (formerly RIGS). It is 

within a Landpark Wood owned by the Wildlife Trust and 

so its conserva)on is a joint effort with BGG and any of 

our ac)vi)es, including clearance, must bear in mind the 

ecological value of the quarry area.  

 

 

Measured geological sec)on: 

On 29th August, Peter, Lindsay and Anne met Nancy Reed of 

the Wildlife Trust to look at the site and discuss how we can 

cooperate and put in place a plan for the future management 

of this chalk exposure.  

 

Mar)n Whiteley drew up the designa)on form and a folder of 

photographs of significant features. He described it as "an im-

portant site because it provides safe access to an interes)ng 

chalk succession (in the Lewes Nodular Chalk) that contains 

flints and fossils and complements the nearby LGS at Kens-

worth Nature Reserve and forms part of a network of chalk ex-

posures around Dunstable that illustrate different facets of Up-

per Cretaceous geology". 

 

Nancy is of the opinion that the exis)ng face could be main-

tained, with a possible extension to the south approximately at 

right angles to the present face; this would provide a wider 

view of the geology and also a valuable habitat for inverte-

brates in the chalk crevices. She would like us to leave any sub-

stan)al woody vegeta)on and the deeper-roo)ng plants on the 

talus slope to help bind it together. The area in front of the cliff 

is developing nicely as calcareous grassland but our trampling 

of it may be helpful in the absence of grazing! 

 

Bearing in mind that the site is open for all to explore, it may 

not be a good idea to reinstate the steps we dug in 2010 as this 

could lead to Health and Safely issues, but a gentle crossways 

ramp up to the face would be OK. 

 

The Trust is happy to have an interpreta)on board installed. 

and would be interested in a joint venture; apparently they 

have acquired some money for just such a project and we will 

be able to discuss this at an October mee)ng with the Trust. 

 

The BGG may want to consider a site clearance before the win-

ter, so if you would be interested to wield spades and cu3ers,  

please contact Anne (annew36@ hotmail.com). 

Weakly bedded chalk 

breaking into nodules 

at base of vegeta)on 

Large nodular and 

finger flints 

Thinly bedded soE 

white chalk 

Micraster and  

Inoceramus fragments 

Flat, tabular flint seam 

overlain by large  

nodular flints 

Deeply weathered soE 

white chalk, locally 

iron stained 

Large nodular  cherts 

obscured by talus 

Chalk face following clearance. The measured  

sec)on is indicated by the red line. 
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 We are all volunteers and bring together an assortment of skills, interests, experience and geological  

knowledge (or not, as the case may be!).  If you feel we could benefit from your skills and ideas too,  

we would love to hear from you.   

Please go to our website for further BGG  informa*on     www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk 

BGG Commi2ee Members 2012 - 2013 

Chairperson    Peter Lally     plally65@gmail.com 

Secretary     Glynda Easterbrook          g.easterbrook@open.ac.uk 

Treasurer/Membership Sec Lindsay Hiles    bgg.membership@b)nternet.com 

LGS Manager    Anne Williams  annew36@hotmail.com 

Events Coordinator     Frances Maynard  fmaynard@b)nternet.com 

Chalk area rep/Events Org Janet Munro    jan.munro1@ntlworld.com 

General Projects   Malcolm Oliver    msoliver@talktalk.net 

BNHS rep    Janet Munro  jan.munro1@ntlworld.com 

Newsle3er Editor   Henrie3a Flynn  henrie3aflynn@b)nternet.com 

Public Rela)ons/Fundraising Glynda Easterbook  g.easterbrook@open.ac.uk 

Informa)on Officer     Anne Williams    annew36@hotmail.com 

Commi3ee Member  Mar)n Day   francis.day@b)nternet.com   

Newsle3er compiled and  edited by Henrie3a Flynn 

If you have any comments or wish to include an ar)cle in the next 

issue, then please contact me by email at  

henrie3aflynn@b)nternet.com 

And finally……… 
Geology site may be sold 

 

Even the first National Park in the UK is 

being hit by the cut-backs. The Peak Dis-

trict National Park Authority (PDNPA) is 

finding ways to make savings, resulting in 

considering the either sell, or lease of 

Stanage Edge, part of the North Lees Es-

tate in the north Derbyshire Dark Peak. 

However, a campaign group have created a 

petition, and access may still be main-

tained. 

 

Stanage Edge is a Mill Stone Grit expo-

sure historically quarried to produce 

building stones and stones for grinding, 

now a popular place enjoyed by both walk-

ers and climbers. Worth a visit, if you are 

in Derbyshire, or if you want a day out 

being just 2/3 hours drive from Bedford-

shire. 

Spectacular view fom Stanage Edge; 

always a favourite for climbers. 


