BEDFORDSHIRE
GEOLOGY GROUP

bringing
landscape to life
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O I la sunny October 4th we met up at St Thomas Ch@palpel Farm in Meppershall prior to
our AGM. This 13 century chapel is now used as a barn on the férmas built around 1150 as a chap-
el for the farm workers of the nearby Chicksanderipr

The building features many differ{™=
ent building styles and had been : _
modified both during its ecclesiasf® " =7
cal use and during it farming use { =
was deconsecrated during the dig:"
lution of the monasteries in the
reign of Henry VIII). Built mainly | -
of Totternhoe stone (‘clunch’) it ha
inclusions of other building materi
including greensand and flint.
The bricks which in-fill the win-

dows range from small Y&entury to ‘Arelsey Yellows’ showing a long
time span over which maintenance and alteratiodgaieen place.

On the north side of the nave is the ancient Nordwrway.
The arch mouldings, enriched with chevrons andricohillets”
are as clear-cut as the day when they were firseliéd; while in
the jambs are four capitals, minus their shaftsaorented by a
graceful design resembling point-lace. This Norrdaarway is
said to be as fine as any to be found in Bedfordshi

| The window shown to the left of the arch is onévas inserted in
1360. On the south side of the chapel are somerfwithdows,
with their square "heads," inserted in 1500, soiodess than
three periods of architecture are representedsrbthilding. In-

2l side the chapel some of the timbers also date toaitie 1500s.

ollowing the visit to the old Chapel we moved orMeppershall Village Hall for the AGM. As

well as electing new committee members (secretagsurer, membership secretary and a
‘Secrets of the Sands’ representative) we werengavpresentation on tfgecrets of the SandProject
from Bev Fowlston and Anne Williams.

They are both spending considerable time on thigept, along with Tony Baker and it is expectegto-
duce one further ‘geotrail’ to complement the Sgpoke (now Rushmere) and Clophill ones. This will
incorporate the Two Moors Heritage Trail which géresn Flitwick to Flitton across the only remnanofs
peat in the county of Bedfordshire. This will alsoorporate the new RIG in the Silsoe Quarry



The big swallow up
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Forthcoming Events
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(Please note that the dates of these events aredubjchange so please watch out for more info
on each event from Frances nearer the time.)
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Want to get more involved?
Do you live near any of our quarries,
site clearances, or trails? Can we call
on you to help out?

We need volunteers like you!
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" H# A thoroughly good read
Brian uses the geology of Bedfordshire to desaiibe
2 number of natural landscapes and then charts how
) these have been utilised in the past, giving us the
0% M countryside which we see today. The book touches
Y0 J ) s . .
N . on agriculture; the extraction industries whichdav
? A so heavily marked the landscape; the expansion of
< 0p 0% nature reserves; recent building on floodplaing, an
O/ M I o other threats to the green belt. There is also@o-i
%0 I % # duct ki ies in th
. or 040 uction to walking opportunities in the county.
% %% &# Brian is a soil scientist who lives in Bedfordshire
& 0 " # and is a Visiting Fellow at Cranfield University.
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special thanks goes to Lindsay Hiles for her cormeiitt to the BGG over the years. S|he
was previously Treasurer and Membership Secretarthe committee and covered ak
Chairperson, Secretary, Events organiser and jbsiud everything else. :
As a continuing active member of our group we keéllcalling upon her expertise! |
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