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    {ǳƳƳŜǊ нлмс   

BGG visit private quarry 

In   aŀȅ ǘƘŜ .DD ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ {ƛƭǎƻŜ vǳŀǊǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴπ
ǎŀƴŘǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊŜŀ όǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŘǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘύΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊπ
Ǌȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǎŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŎƪ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
.ŜǾ Cƻǿƭǎǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘŜ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǊǊȅ ǎƛǘŜΦ 
 
Lǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴπ
ǘŀǊȅ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘǊŀŎŜ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǊƻƴ 
ƴƻŘǳƭŜǎΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ [D{ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜπ
ŎƻƳŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ .DD ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻπ
ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǿŜǊ DǊŜŜƴǎŀƴŘΦ  Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΦ   
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŀǊǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊΦ !ƊŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ǊǳƳƳŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƭǳƳǇŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
ǿŜ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǝƻƴ 
ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǊƻŎƪ 
ŦŀŎŜǎΦ hƴŜ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻπ
ǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴΦ ²Ŝ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ŀ 
ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ōŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ 
ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎΣ ǘǊŀŎŜ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊǊƻǿǎΦ   

 
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭƻǇƘƛƭƭ DŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ 
ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿƻ aƻƻǊǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¢ǊŀƛƭΦ  hǳǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
CƭȅƛƴƎ IƻǊǎŜ Ǉǳō ƛƴ /ƭƻǇƘƛƭƭΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Φ 

      Lb{L59 ¢IL{ L{{¦9Υ 
tŀƎŜ  
н 9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ aƻƻǊǎ ƻŦ CƭƛǘǿƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ Cƭƛǧƻƴ 
о IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ hƭƛǾŜǊ 
п .ƛŘŘŜƴƘŀƳ Ǉƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ  DǊŜŜƴǎŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΦ /ǊƻǎǎǿƻǊŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ 
р CƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ !DaΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ фǘƘ 
с {ƴƛǇǇŜǘǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƴŜǿǎΥ .ƛǊƭƛƴƎ DŀǇ ōǊƻƴȊŜ ŀƎŜ ǎƘŀƊΦ 9ǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƛŎƘƴǳǎŀƛǘŜΚ 
т .ǊƛŎƪǎ ϧ wƻŎƪǎ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ¦о! ƎǊƻǳǇΦ Wƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ Ŏƻ-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
у /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǇǊƻŬƭŜ ōȅ Wŀƴ aǳƴǊƻΦ ²ƘƻΩǎ ǿƘƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .DD ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

Friday May 13th By Frances Maynard & Henrietta Flynn 
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I n April the BGG held a field trip to explore the Two Moors of Flitwick and Flitton.  The 

eponymous moors form the óHeritage Trailô 

starting in Flitwick and continuing for a 5-mile circuit 

through Flitton and back to Flitwick.  The walk allowed 

us to explore ecosystems rarely found in Bedfordshire 

including acid peat and grassland plus alder carr and 

woodland. 

 

Seventeen members and friends came on the walk on a mild, sunny Sunday.  Peat had formed in the area 

following the last ice age that reached this far south (over 40 thousand years ago).  The ice sheet had 

gouged out depressions in the valley floor where any dying vegetation fell into deep water which cov-

ered it and prevented it from decomposing with oxygen.  The deoxygenated vegetation would form the 

carbon rich peat over thousands of years.  Over time, the formation of peat is often the first step in the 

geological formation of other fossil fuels such as coal, particularly low-grade coal such as lignite.  In 

places the moors were now agricultural land taking advantage of the good soils.  Other parts remain as 

woodland and an important nature reserve run 

by the Wildlife Trust.   

 

The Two Moors were the site of peat extraction 

for gas filtration up until the 1960s. The water, 

which features chalybeate (or iron salts from 

below the water table), was also extracted and 

sold as a óremarkable mineral water with excep-

tional medicinal propertiesô between 1893 and 

1930 by the Flitwick Chalybeate Company.  The 

naturally iron rich water can still be seen today 

in the form of reddish deposits.   

 

At the half way point we were pleased to pause at the new Flit Valley Heritage Discovery Barn set up by 

the Friends of Flitwick Moor and featuring some impressive display boards, including one of the local 

geology.   

 

Details of the trail are available from The Greensand Trust website: http://greensandtrust.org/FDHG/ 

The Two Moors of Flitwick and Flitton 
 
      By Frances Maynard 

http://greensandtrust.org/FDHG/
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MALCOLMôS 
 MEANDERINGS 

 

W hy is retirement so busy and why do the excellent BGG events seem to clash with 
all my prior commitments?   
 
Commitments within my village of Wing have also 
escalated.  Bucks County Council have a Biological 
Notification Site ï óLong Spinneyô ï comprising 
three Biological Action Plan rare habitats of wet 
woodland, meadow and pond.  The site was on their 
advertised circular walk but had been closed for a 
number of years due to H&S. There was a real dan-
ger that access to the area would be lost to the vil-
lage. Getting involved resulted in volunteers acquir-
ing a 99-year lease ï with a brand new Public Foot-
path linked to new paths and bridges, planting of 400 
new trees, digging of ditches, introduction of a Scout 
activity area, bird and bat boxes and much more. 
 
Of course the group needed a óchairmanô!!  That led 
to my involvement with the environmental aspects of 
the Wing Neighbourhood Plan, including liaison 
with developers to reduce initial proposals of 100 
homes to just 52 and getting significant new open 
space with ponds, boardwalks and new paths con-
necting to the Spinney.  Hopefully we will achieve 
the aim of getting the whole up to County Wildlife 
Status. 
 
If that wasnôt enough, contacts persuaded me to 
stand for the Board of HF Holidays and I got elected 
at the beginning of last year and have been asked to 
chair the Board this year. It all takes time but lots of 
interest and also visits to interesting places and doing 
things outdoors.  
 

Honorary membership for founder 
BGG member Malcolm Oliver 

As  a special honour for all his hard work 
with the BGG, the committee decided to give Mal-
colm an honorary membership. Malcolm was one of 
the founding members of the B&LGG (Bedfordshire 
& Luton Geology Group) from its original status as a 
RIGGS group. That was back in 2005 when Malcolm 
was elected as the first Chairman. 
 

The man from Wing (actually in Bucks!) 
told us what heôs been up to recently: 

Malcolm beside one of the gates he 
installed to the local Spinney. 

Thank you Malcolm.  
Youôve certainly been busy! 
Weôll be in touch for your geomorphology 
expertise.  

 
Geology and Geomorphology are still one of 
my passions so I do hope to see everyone 
sometime but please bear with me if it isnôt 
sometime soon!  I wish all BGG members the 
very best and thank the committee for the hon-
our of lifetime honorary membership. 

    Malcolm 


